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Morley's anxiety to repudiate the epithet of
" honest" proves how honest he was. The
average politician usually preaches a virtue he
never practises ; Lord Morley was always labouring
to practise a virtue he never preached. One
should be as suspicious of a public man who airs
his honesty as of a woman who advertizes her
virtue. The true saint is he who is never quite
certain he is saved. Hence Lord Morley*s re-
current doubts and besetting fears. His frequent
resignations were not outbursts of petulance but
acts of penance. Only that disagreeable person,
a confirmed cynic, will misunderstand them.
They were a proof, if proof were needed, that the
subject of them, unlike so many others, never
allowed politics to blunt his moral sense. As
Cobden said of Gladstone, he "had a conscience,
which is at times a troublesome partner for a
Cabinet Minister." * For such as they the crown
of office is, indeed, a crown of thorns, and the path
of triumph a via dolorosa watered with many
penitential tears. But by such tears is the soul of
man saved from perdition.

" Per una lagrimetta che iTmi toglie."

He was often unwise in small things, never in
great ones, unwise in those small things where, as
it has been well said, " a certain mediocrity of
mind helps to make a man wise." If he wanted
high office, he said so, whereas a cunning man

* See Lord Morley's very interesting discussion of Cobden's
refusal to take office, and his justification of that refusal, in the
Life of Cobden^ chapter xxvi.